62              THE BRITISH COLONIAL EMPIRE
The "stiil-vex'd Bermoothes" referred to in The Tempest,
really consist of a group of between two and three hundred
islets and coral reefs (of which, however, the total area is
only some 20 square miles), lying in an irregular ring about
580 miles north of the nearest island of the West'Indian
group. They were discovered in 1515 by a Spaniard, Juan
Bermudez, from whom their present name is derived.
Formerly, they were also called Somers Islands, after
Admiral Sir George Somers, who formed the first settlement
here in 1609, and who died in Bermuda the following year.
Hamilton, the present capital, is situated on the main
island, other principal islands being St. George, formerly
the seat of government, Ireland island, containing the naval
dockyard, Boaz, Watford, Somerset and smaller islands, all
connected by roads, bridges and causeways with the main
island, giving continuous communication for about 22 miles
in length. The resident population, generally largely aug-
mented by tourists, is over 30,000, about half of whom are
white, mainly of English stock.
The islands were first granted by James I to the Virginia
Company, who afterwards sold them to the Somers Islands
or Bermuda Company. A form of representative government
was introduced in 1620, but the Bermuda Company's charter
was annulled in 1684, since when Bermuda has been a Crown
Colony, but with a local legislature consisting of the Gover-
nor, the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly.
The Legislative Council consists of nine members, three
official and six unofficial nominees, and the House of
Assembly of thirty-six elected members, four for each of
the nine parishes. The Governor is assisted by an Executive
Council of four official and three unofficial members.
In earlier days, the Bermuda people were active mariners,
trading in their own small ships between America, the West
Indies and Europe, but now this fieet has virtually ceased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